
 

Knife Crime, it is illegal to:

• Sell a knife to anyone under 18 years, unless it is a knife with a folding blade that is three 
inches long or less.

• Carry any sharp or bladed instrument in a public place without good reason – except for a 
folding pocket – knife (that has a blade that is less than 7.62 cm or 3 inches).

• A lock knife is NOT a folding pocket knife and therefore it is illegal to carry these knives 
regardless of the length of the blade.

• Carry, buy or sell, any banned knife.

• Use any knife in a threatening way, even it is a legal knife.
• If you carry a knife in a vehicle, you could also be prosecuted for the offence.

Are the Police allowed to stop and search people?

The Police can stop and search any person, vehicle, and anything in or on the vehicle looking for 
certain items. However, before they stop and search someone, the Police Officer carrying out the 

search, must provide their identity and station, and explain the grounds of the search before it 
starts. They must have reasonable grounds for suspecting that they will find:
• Stolen goods
• An offensive weapon or an item with a blade or point
• Any article made or adapted for use in certain offences, such as a burglary or theft

• Items that could damage or destroy property; e.g. spray paint cans.

Who is most likely to carry a knife?
Statistics show that young people between 15-19 years, are the most likely to be in possession of a 
knife.
Evidence shows that people who carry knives, are more likely to be stabbed themselves,
and on occasions their own knife has been grabbed and used against them in an attack.

What should you do, if you know someone is carrying a knife? 

If you believe there is an immediate threat to life or if you have just seen someone carrying a 

knife, dial 999 and report it to the police.
If you suspect anyone of carrying a knife or an offensive weapon in a public place, you should tell 
someone, this could be a:
• Police Officer, Police Community Support Officer, or Community Warden
• If you are at school, tell a member of school staff or a parent/carer

• If you want to remain anonymous ring Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
This may be difficult for you, but it is important you do so, we must help the Police to take knives 
off the streets and out of schools.
Knives can be handed in anonymously into front offices at a Police Station, the Police will dispose 
of them.

Write down what you should do, if you are faced with someone with a knife?


