THROUGH THEIR EYES

The legal obligations for drivers are:

Before you drive a car, the driver needs to have a driving licence, the car needs to be registered,
insured, taxed, have a current MOT certificate and be roadworthy.

The driver must be above the minimum driving age and meet the minimum eyesight rules (read a
number plate of a car from 20 metres away).

You must wear a seat belt and only one person should be in a seat fitted with a seat belt. Children
must be in the correct seat for their height and weight. They can be in a car seat wearing a seat
belt if they are over 12 years and over 135cm in height.

You need to recognise and respond appropriately to the road signs and traffic signals.

You must not drive faster than the speed limit for the type of road and your type of vehicle. The
speed limit indicated for different roads is the maximum in each case. This doesn’t mean it is safe
to drive at this speed in all conditions.

Be aware that the UK has speed cameras with automatic number plate recognition. These can be
fixed cameras, parked speed-catching vans, or cameras known to be fixed to most police vehicles.
Automatic systems in police cars can also confirm whether or not the vehicle is insured or not.

Itis illegal to hold or use a phone, or sat nav, or any device, that can send and receive data while
you are driving. You must not have the device in your hand for any reason, offline or online.

There are strict alcohol limits for drivers. It is impossible to say how many drinks this equals. There
are strict drink driving penalties if you are caught over the limit. You cannot drive anywhere in the
UK, if you’ve been banned by any UK court because of drink driving.

The way alcohol affects you depends on: your weight, age, sex and metabolism (the rate your body
uses energy); the type and amount of alcohol you are drinking; what you have eaten recently; your
stress levels at the time.

It’s illegal to drive if either: you are unfit to do so because you are on legal orillegal drugs; or

you have certain levels of illegal drugs in your blood (even if they have not affected your driving).
Legal drugs are prescription or over-the-counter medicines. If you're taking them and not sure if
you should drive, talk to your doctor, pharmacist or healthcare professional, before you decide to
drive.

Prescription medicines It is illegal in England, Scotland and Wales, to drive with legal drugs in your
body if they impair your driving. Penalties for drug driving are: If you’re convicted of drug driving
you may get: a minimum 1 year driving ban; an unlimited fine: up to 6 months in prison; a
criminal record. Your driving licence will also show you’ve been convicted for drug driving. This will
last for 11 years.

The maximum penalty for causing death by careless driving under the influence of drugs is life
imprisonment. Other problems you could face with a conviction for drug driving are: me

O your car insurance costs will increase significantly

0 if you drive for work, your employer will see your conviction on your licence

\ you may have trouble travelling to countries like the USA.

A friend offers to drive you somewhere, do you know if the driver is qualified? How can you check?
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